“It’s amazing what one can acconmplish when one doesi’t know what
one can’t do!t” —Garfreld the Cat

The first reaction most people have when they look ar metal Aligeee work i, = Wow!
How did they de that? [ eould mever make thar In's too complicared —on debcare” To
such communts, all 1 can say is to keep Garbeld’s words of wisdom in mind when working
with Aligree.

When | bejran making sdlver jewelry, the first work ©did was fligree, but 1 didn’ know
filigree was supposed o be difficult, The firse stome [ cur was an opal—a stone even
experienced jewelrvmakers shy away from. Some people wiould say that 've done things
backward, thar I didn't stare ar the “beginning.” Bur [ didn’t knew there was a *beginning.™
lonly knew thar | wanted to make fligree jewelry, the opportunity presented iself, and
Hearmed.

Ibegan my carcer i jewelry design quire by acadent. Back in 1987, when the New Age fad
came it full Bloom, T was a college student wha couldnt afford ro spend $80 or muore on a
piece of crysral jewelry. Bur | could buy $0-cemt Arkansas quart crvstals at the Smathsonan
Narural History AMuoscam in Washingron, DC, and | could buy ceaft wire and supplics at a
lewal crafr store—san | made my own crvstal jewelry! One of my college professors liked my
work and asked me to make a set for ey, too. | began experimenting with quarte and other
crvstals, bead caps, beading wire, and los of cvanoacrylare glue,

I made and sold enough jewelry to buy myself a studenr ticker o Morway to visat iy then-
fance, Brorn Mocn. As i rarned oo, Bjom had once wanted 1o make jeweley himsell. {During
the 19705, Bjesrn and hes father had raken courses in the basic sofie techmgue, the Norwegian
farm of filigree work wsed o decorate Morways sational cosrumes, ) But life intervened, and
Bioen set aside jewelrymaking to pursue other interests over the next decade and a half.

That swmimer in Mosway, Biom dragged all the supplies out of storage and showed me the
basics: how o cur, bend, and torm fligree shapes and how 1o sabder and pickle metal, [ made
four simple shapes—usang an antquated torch wath a mouthpiece Thad o blow meo to mis
air with the propane!

Despire working with such ourmoded roals, Twas hooked. When | reeurncd home, T boughe
a modern rorch, a bottle of murnaric acid (used for cleaning bricks, thes s actually 2 weak




soflution of hydrochlone acid), a few basic tools, and some silver wire. | began
experimenting and eventually found a way 1o make hligree wire. 1 also discovered
whar worked and didn't work, and just how muoch hear 1 could use before my
project self-destructed. | found thae | could not sobder with stones in place {a least
nat the many quarts stones D had, | alo learned thar while muriane acid worked
o pickle the mesal, it rusted my tools and, if 1 didn't wane hioles i my cloghes, T
had to add baking soda o the nnse warer o mewrralize the acd.

since then, 've picked up many more tips—from books, gobdsmiths, and even
the lnrernet, but I'm largely self-raughe. And if | can do it so can you. Filigree
sarrk 1507t Bard; the only hacd par s adjusting vour mandser, and this book will
help vou do just that, S0 turn the page 1o leam how vou, toeo, can create beautiful
fligree jewelry.

Some af mry fest filigree pieces, Take o close took a2 1he shapas Iy first tonch, openaied by blowireg @i snop tha
il you'll s tham all in the propects that Tollew. mauthpiece.
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